Difference between inactive renins in amniotic fluid and in control or pregnancy plasma.
Phenylethylamine-agarose column chromatography has been used to compare inactive renins in amniotic fluid, in control plasma during estrogen treatment and in maternal plasma during normal pregnancy. Inactive renin in all three was retained by the column and separated from renin substrate. Inactive renin in control and maternal plasma desorbed similarly and was different than that in amniotic fluid. The results suggest that during normal pregnancy the elevated concentrations of inactive renin in maternal plasma are more likely of renal than placental origin.